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For Immediate Release For more information:
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(616) 2434123

APPLETON, WISCONSIN NAMED HDB[E'TDWH PRIDE AWARD
WINNER BY W MAGAZINE AND TOYOTA TRUCKS

Sixteen winners will each receive $1,000 in cash

Des Moines, Towa - (June 15, 1998) -- The "Old Third Ward Neighborheod"
project in Appleton, Wisconsin, is one of 16 winners in the Midwesl Living magazine
1998 Hometown Pride Awards Program, sponsored by Toyota Trucka.

A winner in the "Historic Preservation” category, Appleton neighbors were
honored for their achicvements in preserving a threatened historic area, Concerned
that ene of Appleton's eriginal neighborhoods was going to be completely lost, a
group of citizens sel out to save the city's Old Third Ward. They formed a group Lo
educate politicians and citizens on the significance of the neighberhood, and they
developed a walking tour map of the srea, The group has EHEL‘EE-E{LI[[}’ persuaded the
county to |I;m1. on hold expansion and property acquisition plans for the nexl 10 years.

The Hometown Pride Awards program was designed to recognize _
Midwesterners who, through their volunteer efforts, make the Heartland a better
place to live. According o researchers al Hoper Starch, Midwesterners lead the
nation in volunteering time and giving money to social issues and causes. They most

often choosze to volunteer lime and resources on behalf of youth end community-

related activilies,
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“The Midwest is known for its community pride and for ita high rate of
volunteerism,” said Dan Kaercher, editor of Midwest Living. *Though we're never
surprised at the many entries we receive, we are always amazed al the magnitude of
community invelvement and at the ingenuity and creativity of Midwesterners in
getting things done. Clearly, wa're proud to honor these volunteer efforts.”

This year's Homelown Pride Awards program attracted nearly 500 entries,
representing volunteer projects on behalf of communities both large and small. The
winners ranged in size from Colwell, Towa, with its population of 100, Lo St Paul,
Minnescta. Each of the winners will receive $1,000 in cash to help finance their
projects. Thaey'll also be featured in the October issue of Midwest Living magazine,

The Hometown Pride Awards are held every two years. Toycta Trucks has
joined the magazine as presenting sponsor for the past two consecutive compelitions.

"We support the Hometown Pride Awards in the spirit of empowerment,” said
Mike Bevan, national advertising manager of Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A,, Inc. "We
are comurnilted to giving back Lo the communilies in which we do business, so we look
for organizations thal help communities help themselves and programs that support
people in finding ways to improve their own lives,"

The Hometown Pride Awards is divided into four categories of communily
service; People Helping People, Beautification/ Envirenment, Historic Preservation,
and Economic Development, Each category includes four classifications based on
population, so communities of similar size compete against each cther.

The frst magézhte to focus on Lhe interests, values and life-stylea of the
Midwest region, Midwest Living is distributed primarily in the 12 Midwest stales. In
11 years, the magazine's paid circulation has more than doubled to 815,000,

For information on the Homelown Pride Awards program, visit the Midwest
Living Web site: http//midwestliving.com/genstore/hometown/new_htp.html,
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Background on sponsars of the Hometown Pride Awands:

bderedith Corporation, hesdguanieresd in Des Momes, lowa, is coe of America's brading modia and marketing companies,
Mercdith businessea cenler o magazine and book pubjisl‘:in;g,, ielevision broadcasting, retibendinl real estite narketing
and [ranchising, and brand licensieg,

The Meredith Pullishing Group is the couniry's foremost bome aid fanily publishier. The group coeites ml
miarkets magaenees inchsding Berier Momes and Gardens, Ladies” Home Journgd, Cownte y Home, Coumiey Honne Connitry
Gardens, Couniry America, Midwesi Living, Traditional Home, Renovatlion Styie, WOOD, Fawily Money, Amevican
Paichwork & Quiling, Decorarive Woodergfts, Crass Stiich & Needfework, Crafis Showcase, Floval & Noture Crafts,
Suecesgfil Farnung, Matwre Outlook, Crayala Kids, Golf for Woaen, the American Park Network, 42 Special Inkerest
Fublicnfions, custom publicationg thoough Meredith Custom Publistidng, and books miod wisder Moredih wadeimarks
inchuding the populnr Betier Flomes and Gardens dew Cook Book.

+ The Meredith Broadeasting Groeup inchudes [ wcbevision siations b locations across tie contimesial United
Staics; KPHO-TY (CBS) in Phocix, AZ; WOFL-TY (FOX) in Odatdo, FL; KPDX-TY (FOX) i Portland, OR;
WESB-TV {CB5) in Harford-New Haven, CT; KCTV (CBS) in Kansas Cily, MO; WEMY-TV (NDBC) in MNashville,
TH; WHNS-TY (FOX} in Greenville, SC; WHEM-TY (CBS) in Flini-Sagmaw, ML KYYU-TY (POX) in Lag Vegas,
WY WOGK-TY (FOX) i Ocala-Gamesville, FL: aimd KEXO-TY (FOX] in Bemd, OR.

Toyola Molos Sales, US.A., b, rinks dnong the leading aulcmakess in the nation, Toyola is bl e business of
huilding products tiat help prople ger wihere they wanl 1o go everydoy, That commitmend has a lol 1o do with eir
charitable endeavors. Toyots knows that the keys w0 the contmeued well-bemg of way commumily are in the haods of its
Cilezens, and U comgany i35 proud o belp onlock gt poerial,

Among several community commdinents i5 The Toyela Families for Learmng program, an effon it leips
parents build their academic skills, Toyota belidves thar adulls who grow passionaie about learing will inspire (heir
children 10 gel the moat oul oF sclivol. As pant of this program, Tuyola also provides pasems with eounscling in conslic
resnlution, discipline ihirough communication, and goal seiting. The Toyots TAPESTRY Grauts is a pirtanciship
between Toyma Motor Sakes, UL.5.A,, Inc. and (he Matiomd Science Teachers Associilon, The comnpuiny nwands up io
400,000 0 year b grants 10 science teashers who crepte junovative environmentad and physical scicnee projects.

Toyoa works aloegside Flabsiag for Humaniiy o help badld bnepes for thoge who can't sgherwise affond them
In aabdition vo donating money and incks, Toyols employees have worked with the now hoineowisers do belp build theis
hiouses, Toyoia also suppons The Doe Fund in s seach fof permsnéit soletions (o homelessness, Towida las donated
equipinent o help the Tusl generaie ievenue with o soeel cleandug service (hat prowides e hooscless with jols,
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